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Mitigated Negative Declaration Monitoring Plan 
Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Project, Calabasas, CA 

 

Mitigation Measure Monitoring 
Actions 

Verification 
Frequency 

Compliance 

Biological Resources:  
1 As close to the beginning of construction as possible, but not more than 14 days prior 

to construction, a qualified biologist should conduct a final pre-activity survey of the 
construction zone to ensure that no special status wildlife and/or plant species have 
recently occupied the site.  If any special status wildlife and/or plant species are found, 
exclusion zones should be established and maintained until all construction activities 
are completed.  In some cases it may be preferable to remove and/or relocate the 
individual plant or animal.  If special status species are found during the preconstruction 
survey, the biologist should be present immediately prior to construction activities that 
have the potential to impact special status species to identify and protect potentially 
sensitive resources. 

Contractor shall 
notify the 
construction 
manager.  The 
construction 
manager will notify a 
qualified biologist.  

Once every 
week.  

Final approval obtained 
from a qualified biologist. 

2 Large shrubs should be avoided to the extent possible to minimize impact to wildlife 
habitat. 

City’s Landscape 
Manager monitors 
the shrubs. 

Continuous for 
the life of the 
project 

Final approval by City’s 
landscape manager. 

3 The City of Calabasas Public Works Department shall secure appropriate permits from 
the US Army Corps of Engineers, the CDFG, and the Los Angeles Regional Water 
Quality Control Board (RWQCB).  At the time of this Initial Study, permits applications 
have been submitted to the agencies.  Once the permits have been granted, the Public 
Works Department shall comply with any additional measures imposed as permit 
conditions beyond those proposed and outlined in this document. 

All permits have 
been secured.  The 
construction 
manager will verify 
compliance with all 
conditions.   

Once every 
week. 

Final approval City’s 
Environmental Services 
Manager. 

4 The contractor hired for project construction shall implement erosion control and water 
quality Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce discharges to live streams during 
and after construction.  These measures are listed and described in Section 7 – 
Hydrology and Water Quality. 

Contractor to 
prepare and submit 
to the City the Storm 
Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) for review 
and approval. 

Continuous 
activity thru the 
life of project 

City Environmental 
Services Manager to 
verify completion of all 
required NPDES plans.  
Field verification of 
improvements.  

5 The City of Calabasas would install appropriate protection measures on both inlet and 
outlet faces of the Agoura Road Bridge by March 1, 2005 to prevent cliff swallow 
nesting activities below the bridge. The installation of bird netting during the non-
nesting season below the bridge would prevent nesting and impacts to these species. If 
measures were installed prior to March 1, 2005, bird nesting surveys would not be 
required. 

• If construction during the breeding season cannot be avoided, then CDFG-

City to hire a 
qualified contractor 
to install bird netting 
on the bridge. 

One time 
activity 

Environmental Services 
Manager to verify 
completion.  
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Mitigated Negative Declaration Monitoring Plan 
Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Project, Calabasas, CA 

approved exclusionary devices such as netting, panels, or metal projectors 
would be installed over the entrances to the identified cavities and/or nest sites 
prior to the birds’ arrival in mid-March. No exclusionary devices shall be 
installed after the breeding season begins (i.e., March 1 through August 15) nor 
shall the cavities or external nests be blocked if birds are occupying them. All 
installation of exclusionary devices would be supervised by the CDFG-
approved biologist. 

• Alternatively, no pre-construction surveys would be conducted. However, all 
drainage holes or other cavities, or suitable nest substrates associated with 
human-made structures within the project corridor that may be used by nesting 
swallows would be fitted with the exclusionary devices described above prior to 
the birds’ arrival March 1st. 

• All exclusionary devices would be monitored and maintained throughout the 
breeding season to ensure that they are successful in preventing the birds from 
accessing the cavities or nest sites. Upon the project’s completion, the 
exclusionary devices would be removed from the site unless otherwise 
authorized by the CDFG. 

Air Quality 

1 During clearing, grading, or earth moving activities, water shall be sprayed on exposed 
surfaces and loose dirt and soils to prevent dust from leaving the site. At a minimum, all 
exposed areas and areas of vehicle movement should be wetted down in the morning 
and after work is completed for the day and whenever winds exceed 15 mph. 

Dust reduction 
program to be 
incorporated into 
contractors 
monitoring scope of 
service 

During plan 
preparation, 
continuous 
during the 
demolition and 
dirt import 

Filed verification by City 
inspectors 

2 Stockpiled earth material will be sprayed as needed to minimize dust generation. Same as above Same as 
above 

Same as above 

3 During construction, the amount of disturbed area will be minimized and on-site vehicle 
speeds limited to 15 mph or less. 

Contractor’s 
responsibility 

continuous Filed verification by City 
inspectors 

4 All trucks hauling dirt, soil, or other loose material shall be covered or shall maintain at 
least 1 foot of freeboard (minimum vertical distance between the top of the load and the 
top of the trailer). 

Same as above Same as 
above 

Same as above 

5 After clearing, grading, earthmoving, or excavation is completed, the entire area of 
disturbed soil shall be treated by watering, re-vegetating, and/or spreading soil binders 
to minimize dust generation. 

A condition of 
awarding contract 

Continuous 
after the 
construction is 
completed 

City’s Landscape 
manager to oversee the 
work 

Cultural Resources 
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Mitigated Negative Declaration Monitoring Plan 
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1 If deemed necessary by the City of Calabasas Planning Department, a qualified 
archaeological monitor shall be present to monitor significant earth movement at the 
project site. 

Contractor to 
suspend construction 
in the vicinity of any 
cultural resources 

Continuous 
during 
excavation 

Work stoppage and site 
investigation by a 
qualified archeologist 

2 In the event that artifacts of archaeological significance are uncovered, a qualified 
archaeologist shall be empowered to halt construction in the immediate vicinity of such 
unearthed artifacts until disposition of the site has been determined by the City 
Planning Department. 

Same as above Same as 
above 

Same as above 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

 Incorporate a hazardous materials plan into the overall SWPPP. The SWPPP is subject 
to approval by the City’s Environmental Services Manager. This portion of the plan shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

• The SWPPP shall include measures for containing hazardous materials, such 
as accidental fuel spills.  

• No construction equipment shall be left overnight in the creek channel. 

• All refueling and/or maintenance of heavy equipment shall take place at a 
minimum of 100 feet away from the top of bank of the creek channel.  

• All personnel, contractors, and subcontractors shall comply with all applicable 
standards and conditions set forth by the RWQCB. 

 

Contractor shall 
incorporate a 
hazardous material 
plan into the overall 
SWPPP.   

Continuous.  
Any incident 
shall be 
reported to the 
City’s 
Environmental 
Services 
Manager.   

City inspector shall 
monitor compliance with 
the hazardous material 
plan.  

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 

1 The Los Angeles RWQCB would require that, prior to construction, a project SWPPP 
be prepared that identifies BMPs to reduce erosion of disturbed soils during 
construction activities. The plan would describe measures that would be used to 
minimize wind and water erosion and the transport of sediments during construction. 
The SWPPP would be subject to approval by the City’s Environmental Services 
Manager. The plan would be prepared and approved before construction activities 
begin. At a minimum, the plan shall include the following measures:   

• Temporary measures such as flow diversion, temporary ditches, and silt 
fencing. 

• Surface disturbance of soil and vegetation would be kept to a minimum; 
existing access and maintenance roads would be used wherever feasible.  

• Any stockpiled soil would be placed and sloped so that it would not be subject 

Contractor to 
prepare storm water 
pollution prevention 
plan per the US EPS 
Template and submit 
to the City for review 
and approval.  

One time 
activity prior to 
construction.  

City inspector to verify 
compliance with the 
approved SWPPP.  

Exhibit 5:  Mitigated Negative Declaration



Mitigated Negative Declaration Monitoring Plan 
Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Project, Calabasas, CA 

to accelerated erosion.  

• Discharge of all project-related materials and fluids into the creek would be 
avoided to the extent possible by using hay bales or silt fences, constructing 
berms or barriers around construction materials, or installing geofabric in the 
area of disturbance.  

• After ground-disturbing activities are complete, all graded or disturbed areas 
would be covered with protective material such as mulch, or re-seeded with 
native plant species. The plan would include details regarding seeding material, 
fertilizer, and mulching.  

• Measures outlined in Mitigation Measure HAZ-1.  

2 Limit in-channel construction activities to the summer low-precipitation period. The 
channel bottom and channel banks shall be dewatered during the construction period. 

Construction 
between April 15th 
and October 1st. 

One time 
activity 

Inspectors to verify the 
dewatering process. 

3 Ensure that construction activities do not result in increased turbidity during and after 
construction 

Same as above Continuous Same as above 

Noise 

1 Construction activities shall be limited to daylight hours; weekdays from 7:00 am to 7:00 
pm, and Saturdays 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, and no work on Sundays. 

Conditions of 
construction contract 

Continuous Inspector to verify 
compliance 

2 Equipment and trucks used for construction of the project shall use the best available 
noise control techniques.  Where feasible, quieter equipment and methods of 
construction shall be employed. 

Same as above Same as 
above 

Same as above. 
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